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Urban Crisis, Local Government and Theses

on Urban-local Praxis
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ABSTRACT

This essay attempts to provide theses on urban-local praxis for progressive intellectuals, theses which take into account
“an analysis of global economic restructuring, the power structure reorganization of the Taiwan state apparatus, and urban
- social movements.

| First, the authors provide an overview of Taiwan’s historical conjuncture with the current global economic restructuring.
| Then the authors analyze how grassroots democracy as distinguished from formal democracy in Taiwan society is emerging
| with urban social movements mobilized around four lines: the struggle for urban collective comsumption, the need for
| cultural identity, the political autonomy of self-management, and the vision of local economic dynamism.

! Finally, the authors propose main theses on urban-local praxis for an alternative project: 1. grassroots social movements,
| 2. anti-hegemonic struggle of organic intellectuals, 3. reinventing a new form of local state against the obsolete nation

A i‘ of nation state.

Keywords : local government, urban crisis, urban social movement, locality, grassroot democracy.
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