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Institutional Fields of China’s  
United Front Warfare: 

The Interest Link Between Youth  
Entrepreneurship Bases and Taiwanese Youth 

Jean Yu-Chen Tseng* 

Abstract 

The policy of youth entrepreneurship bases is an example of how the 
Chinese Communist Party has stepped up efforts in its United Front 
warfare against Taiwan since Xi Jinping came to power. Past literature has 
largely viewed interaction between people on the two sides of the Taiwan 
Strait from the perspective of intergroup contact theory, focusing on the 
question of whether mutual exchange fosters a more favorable view of 
mainland China among Taiwanese. This study supplements existing 
research by examining the institutional aspect of this question. The author 
believes there must be an institutional mechanism that serves to ensure 
intergroup interaction has a lasting and significant effect. Youth 
entrepreneurial bases serve as such an institutional field by making 
Taiwanese youth rely on and establish a link with the interests of 
mainland China. Since 2016, the Chinese Communist Party has set up 
cross-Strait youth entrepreneurship bases, furnishing Taiwan youth with 
start-up capital and preferential treatment to encourage them to establish 
businesses in mainland China. The CPC hopes to further strengthen the 
effectiveness of United Front warfare against Taiwan through the 
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institutional operation of youth entrepreneurship bases. This policy has 
indeed succeeded to a certain degree in enticing young people from 
Taiwan to mainland China. However, this paper points out that the policy 
is plagued by various problems due to a lack of coordination between 
central and local government departments in mainland China. 

Keywords: Cross-Strait Youth Entrepreneurship Base, Intergroup Contact 
Theory, United Front, Institutional Field, Taiwan Youth 
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