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The Premiers’ Roles and Operations

of Executive Power in Taiwan’s
Semi-Presidentialism (1997-2016)

Chang, Chun-Hao*

Abstract

The semi-presidential system has been operated for 20 years in Taiwan.
This paper will base on design and operation of the executive power of the
constitution of Taiwan, ground on the theory of “Path Dependence,” and
carry on cause and effect analysis according to the historical context. In the
viewpoint of historical institutionalism, this paper not only pays attention
to the context of constitutional history but emphasize the actions of relative
actors in this history to probe what is constrained by the institutional
structure is also the possibility to change it. By pointing out the path
dependence of premier’s role in Taiwan (1997-2016), we shall conclude
the President of the Executive Yuan is the key person to advance our
constitutional system.

Keywords: Semi-presidential System, President of the Executive Yuan,
President, Executive Power, Path Dependence
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