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Implications of the Death of the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership for 

Taiwan’s Public Health Sector Policy 

Su-Hui Chiang* 

Abstract 

After years of negotiation, 12 countries signed the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership Agreement in October 2015. The TPP agreement was 
described as mega regional free trade agreement and promoted as a “high 
quality,” “new era” trade pact. Over the years, Taiwan showed its desire to 
join the TPP and lobbied for support from the US administration. 
However, newly-elected US president Donald Trump abandoned the 
agreement and shifted toward bilateral free trade. Taiwan was left with no 
choice but to focus on revitalizing its economic ties with the US. 

This paper examines the contents of the TPP to identify its 
implications for public health in Taiwan and explores the consequences 
for Taiwan of the US decision to withdraw from the TPP. The study finds 
that, firstly, the TPP would have a profound impact on the health sector in 
Taiwan. Secondly, the contents of the TPP agreement raised concerns 
about its impacts on public health and a bilateral free trade agreement 
would involve similar problems. Under the existing US-Taiwan bilateral 
trade relationship, the government of Taiwan has already constantly been 
pushed by the US on health-related issues, such as intellectual property 
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rights for medicines and food safety standards. For Taiwan, the tension 
between trade and protecting citizens’ health will persist, with or without 
the TPP. 

Keywords: Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPP), Bilateral Free 
Trade Agreement, Health Impact, Public Health Policy 
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