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Critique of Marx’s Critique of
Religion

Shih-Shung Yung

Abstract

For Karl Marx, “critique”, a term frequently appeared in his writings
as titles or subheadings, occupies a core position in his entire theoretical
system. In the eyes of many analysts in Marxism, “critique” is as
significant as a category concept which has been used to partition Marx’s
theories into religious, philosophical, political and economical domains.
As claimed by Marx himself, critique is a mean to reveal the reality of old
world so as to establish communist world where humans are emancipated.
According to Marx, it is religious critique that proves adequate to be the
premise of universal forms of critiques. In this article, the role and
prospect of Marx’s critique of religion are presented in terms of
interpretation and verification based on the contents of Marx’s relevant
writings. It illuminates relations between the critique of religion and the
praxis of socialism, which is apparently generated from a worldview of

historical materialism. The study is ended by presenting a critical analysis
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on the worldview, a critique of Marx’s critique of religion, from a

different philosophical perspective.

keywords: Marx’s critique of religion, alienation, Communist,

worldview, materialist view of history
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