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Liberal Multiculturalism

-- Western Model and Application in Asian Countries

Yi-Jen Shih

Abstract

How to response minority rights is a critical issue in most of modern
nation states. With the academic research and international attention,
Minority issue would not be treated as mere domestic problems. Most
Western countries turn toward multiculturalism, however, it is an
interesting point to think why Asian countries still remain totally different
attitudes in culture rights, language use, autonomy rights, and even basic
civil rights. This paper would retrospect the evolving processes and
historical context of Western liberal multiculturalism. Then, this paper
would further discuss how Western countries develop their specific
policies and strategies in dealing minority nationalisms, indigenous people,
immigrant groups and metics. Compared Western democratic countries
with Asian countries (India is excluded), we could examine the patterns of
Asian countries. This paper argues that because the Western countries
have their own specific historical, social and political context,
governments would allow minority groups to pursue their rights, further,
the dominant groups are willing to accept multiculturalism. These
domestic interactions have five critical preconditions: demographics,
rights-consciousness, democracy politics, desecuritization, and liberal-
democratic consensus. In comparing Asia and the West, the societies in
Asian doubt the likelihood that sub-state autonomies will be liberal-
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democratic, and their governments believe that ethic mobilization will
disappear over time as a result of modernization and development.
Moreover, they fear that minorities will collaborate with enemies of the
state.

Keywords: liberal multiculturalism, minority groups, indigenous people,
immigrant groups
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