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A Study on the Effect of Taiwan’s
Alternative Capital City
in Intergovernmental Relations:

Inspiration from Japan, South Korea and Germany*

Jian-Ming Huang™*

Abstract

The tsunami caused by a major earthquake in eastern Japan caused a
serious nuclear power disaster. Some experts predict a major earthquake
will hit Tokyo in the future, prompting consideration in Japan of
dispersing the functions of the capital city. The issue of alternative capital
cities has gradually garnered attention and the locations of current capitals
are being reevaluated. Because an alternative capital city is designed to
lower the risk of loss of the functions of the current capital, it is essential
to design a proper mechanism for dispersing capital functions in order to
ensure that government affairs continue with minimal interruption.

This study focuses on the topic of alternative capitals, discussing the
necessity of alternative capitals and reviewing Taiwan’s intergovernmental
relations. In order to research the issue in depth, this paper first explains
the definition of alternative capitals and the reasons for dispersing capital
functions. The study’s research framework and research methods are then
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discussed. The third section examines cases of alternative capitals in other
countries in order to draw comparisons to Taiwan’s experience. In the
fourth section, the effect of an alternative capital in Taiwan’s
intergovernmental relations is analyzed. Some programs and suggestions
related to alternative capitals are proposed in order to advance knowledge
of this issue.

Keywords: alternative capital, capital, capital function, intergovernmental
relations, Taipei City
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