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The political integration between ROC (Taiwan) and PRC should be 

negotiated by two parts based on the principle of parity, peace and 

democracy. Any result of such negotiation should be referred to the 

people on the Taiwan for referendum. Before it is accomplished, 

rights and obligations between the people of the Chinese mainland 

area and the Taiwan area, and the disposition of other related affairs 

may be specified by law. 
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An anatomy on Taiwan’s 
Constitutional Reforms and the 

cross-Strait relations 

Ming-tong Chen 

Abstract 

After the Nationalist Government moved to Taiwan in 1949, 
reforms of the ROC Constitution had highly related to the cross-Strait 
relations, no matter how the “Temporary Provisions Effective During the 
Period of National Mobilization for Suppression of the Communist 
Rebellion” were drew up and abolished, or an ad hoc articles were 
augmented and revised to supplement the constitution. This is because 
those reforms not only refer to the change of state apparatus, but also the 
redefinition of a country. Since the cross-Strait relationship had generated 
from the special situation within a divided country, the constitutional 
reform on country level was not simply a domestic matter, it also a matter 
of mutual redefinition for each others’ political position. It is an 
extremely sensitive and complex matter. 
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In this article the author, firstly, analyzed the essence of the 
cross-Strait relationship, figuring out the strategic goals set up by Taipei 
and Beijing, and counting polices of each side to achieve their goals. 
Secondly, the author explained how Taiwan side responded the challenge 
from Beijing and realized its goal by means of constitutional reforms. 
Finally, the article elaborated the possible impacts on the cross-Strait 
relations, while Taiwan promotes a new constitutional reform led by the 
DPP government. Those were: (1) based on the assumption that 
constituents are rational, the DPP believes if Taiwan’s people have the 
rights of referendum in their constitution, the cross-Strait relationship can 
be stabilized; (2) the electoral system of “single-district-two-votes” will 
encourage candidates to walk into “the new medium way” (moderatism), 
when they are running the campaign; (3) the achievement of Taiwan on 
democratic constitutional reform will enlighten China to become a 
democracy.  In words, it was positive for the cross-Strait relationship, 
while Taiwan launched a constitutional reform. 

key words: Constitutional reengineering, Representative of the ad hoc 
national assembly, Referendum, Cross-strait relations 
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