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Cross-Strait Relations after the US
“Pivot” toward Asia

Meng-Yung Chang*

Abstract

The U.S. factor plays an important role in the process of interactions
across the Taiwan Strait. In the U.S.-China-Taiwan strategic triangle, both
cross-Strait relations and U.S.-Taiwan relations are greatly influenced by
Sino-U.S. relations. Unlike the unipolar system at the global level, the
East Asian regional configuration of power is bipolar. The U.S. and China
are the great powers in this system; China dominates the East Asian
continent while the U.S. controls regional waters, resulting in an order
shaped by the contention between the two powers. The rise of China has
brought about major threats to both America’s maritime hegemony and
economic interests. In July 2010, U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton’s
announced at the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) that the U.S. “is back”
in Asia. Washington's policy of “pivot” or “rebalancing” toward Asia has
introduced a great deal of uncertainty to the continental-maritime
competition between the U.S. and China. Not only has the strategic
relationship between U.S. and China changed, but cross-Strait relations
have been impacted as well. This paper applies historical-structural theory
to clarify the complicated web of causality behind the transformation in
Sino-U.S. relations and attempts to reframe the development of cross-
Strait relations within the context of Sino-U.S. relations.

Keywords: Rise of China, Asia Rebalancing, Cross-Strait Relations, U.S.-
Sino Relations, U.S.-Taiwan Relations, Asia Pivot
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