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The Development of Offshore  
Wind Farms in Taiwan: 

A Marine Policy Perspective 

Wen-Yan Chiau* 

Abstract 

In order to respond to climate change and achieve the goal of a “2025 
non-nuclear homeland,” Taiwan is vigorously promoting offshore wind 
power. Because in the past Taiwan had no experience in the construction 
of offshore wind farms, there are still many issues to be explored in the 
areas of policy, planning, review and related mechanisms. This article 
exams the review process for offshore wind farms and illustrates emerging 
problems, including impact on marine ecosystems, location principles, 
environmental impact assessment, ministerial communication, policy 
coordination, fishery compensation jurisprudence, basic research and 
survey, radar shielding concerns, underwater cultural heritage preservation, 
and law and regulation conflicts. These issues show that the development 
of offshore wind farms in Taiwan is lacking a guiding and comprehensive 
policy. From the perspective of ocean policy, it also lacks foresight, 
integration and comprehensiveness, which is unfavorable to future energy 
development. This paper suggests that the government should reformulate 
its ocean policy to include offshore wind power issues and specific 

                                                                                                     
* Chair Professor; Former Dean, College of Ocean Law and Policy; Former Professor and 

Director, Institute of Marine Affairs and Resource Management; National Taiwan Ocean 
University. Chair Professor, National Sun Yat-sen University.  
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actions. In addition, the article proposes general recommendations such as 
strengthening integration of ocean affairs, formulating a marine spatial 
planning act, providing environmental assessment technical guidelines, 
facilitating fish and electricity co-existence, exploring wind farm 
alternatives, establishing an ecological and cultural fund, continuously 
cultivating professionals and industries, and establishing a stable financial 
mechanism as well as a data bank and management network for follow-up 
research and government reference. 

Keywords: Marine Policy, Taiwan, Offshore Wind Farms, Marine Spatial 
Planning, Sustainable Development 
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