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The main task of this article is to discuss how the linkage between a 
political system’s  inputs, public opinion, and its output, public policies, 
is influenced by intra-party recruitment and inter-party electoral 
competition at the aggregate level. The study examines the linkage in two 
steps. If we define political representation as the dependent variable, 
which is the congruence between the electorates' preferences and 
government policy, we can treat the electoral system as an independent 
variable. This path is the direct effect. Furthermore, the electoral system 
can impact political representation through the candidate selection process. 
This path is the indirect effect. This article tries to propose a conceptual 
model, which delineates the relationships among these three variables and 
differentiates the possible magnitude of their effects for future research. 
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