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(Many attempts have been made to define nations, and none have
been successful.)

-- Hugh Seton-Watson1

nation

nation-state

Johann Gottfried

Herder, 1744~1803 18

Ernest Renan

(1832~1892) 1882  “Qu’est-ce qu’une

nation?”
2 Walker Connor 1978

Ethnic and Racial Studies

“A Nation Is a Nation, Is a State, Is an Ethnic

Group, Is a ...”

                                                                                                    

1 Seton- Watson (1977: 3)
2 Renan (1994)
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 Connor (1990)

Renan

 “When Is a Nation?”

 

2000
3 nation

2002

2006 1988 2005

1984 1986

2000 2003a 2003b 2007

2008 2008 2001 2004

2005 2004

1985 2003

2001 2000 2007
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e.g., 

e.g., nation

nation

(1)

(2) (3)
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(4)

Smith, 1998: 223 Geller (1964: 151)

 [ ] 

national 4 natural

Gellner

James (1996: 193)

19

                                                                                                    

4 national

Gellner
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complexity multiformity Calhoun, 1997: 20-22; Canovan,

1996: 50; Smith, 1998: 223

Breton

1989

Alter

[ ] 5 

Alter, 1994: 2 6

                                                                                                    

5 [ ]
6 
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interdisciplinarity  Griffiths, 1993: 11; Hobsbawm, 1992: 10; Kellas,

1991: 1

Smith (1998: 222) 

ethnies ethnocentralism

ethnic community

nations

modernity

nationalist intellectuals

national states

geopolitics

Kecmanovic (1996: 211)



nation

9

amorphous

[ ]

Nation

Nation

nation Greenfeld (1992: 4-9)

nation semantics

Greenfeld nation

(1) nation

a group of foreigners (2)

nation a community of

opinion (3) nation church council

an elite (4)

16 nation

a sovereign people (5)

nation nation

a unique people 1
7

                                                                                                    

7 nation

nationalism

Greenfeld (1992) 16
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1 Naiton

Greenfeld (1992: 9)

( ) Nation =

Greenfeld (1992: 4) Guido Zernatto 1944

nation natio

                                                                                                    

nation Greenfeld

Keitner, 2007;

Kohn, 1944 18 19 Anderson, 1991

nationalism Greenfeld

nation

nation

Nation 

Nation 

Nation 

Nation 

Nation 

population of England

church councils
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nationes 8 born

natio

groups of foreigners coming from the same

geographical region

Kedourie natio natio

romanorum Populus

Romanus 2002 5

natio

Greenfeld (1992: 4) 

natio 

natio ta ethne

amamim

( ) Nation =

1220 University of Paris

nations nation l’honorable nation

de France nation la fidéle nation de Picardie

nation la vénérable nation de Normandie

nation la constante nation de Germanie

nation

nation

                                                                                                    

8 natio nationes James (1996: 9)
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nation Dutch

nation nation

Greenfeld, 1992: 4; James, 1996: 10

2002 5-6 9

University of Bologna

430 Alma

Mater Studiorum nations

nations Citramontanes

Ultramontanes near-the-mountain

other-side-of-the-mountain James, 1996: 10

Greenfeld (1992: 4) nation

nation nation

community of origin nation

community of opinion

( ) Nation 

nation 1274

                                                                                                    

9 Greenfeld (1992) 2002

nations 2002

nation nation
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the Council of Lyon nation

ecclesiastical

republic Greenfeld, 1992: 4

nation 、

2002 6 nation

representatives of cultural and political authority

a political, cultural, and then social elite

Greenfeld, 1992: 4 James (1996: 11) 

nation Volk

peuple natio was initially used in Germany and France to

designate the ruling classes, in opposition to the Volk or peuple

nations 1484

nations 1711

Szatma’r Satu Mare

nation

2002 6 Kedourie

nation

2002 6-7

Montesquieu, 1689~1755 1748

De l’esprit des lois

nation [ ]

the nation
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2002 7

( ) Nation =

Greenfeld (1992: 29-31) 16

England nation

Henry VIII,

1491~1547

Greenfeld (1992: 6)

16 nation

the

population of the country people

nation

nation

nationalism the emergence of

the first nation in the world, in the sense in which the word is understood

today, and launch the era of nationalism. Greenfeld, 1992: 6 10

Greenfeld (1992: 6-7) 

people nationalization

people the population

of a region

rabble

plebs 16 nation people

nation people

                                                                                                    

10
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the bearer of sovereignty

the basis of political solidarity

the supreme object of loyalty 11

Greenfeld (1992: 8) nation

1748

nation

Greenfeld, 1992: 8

( ) Nation = 

Greenfeld (1992: 8) 18

nation

nation

a unique sovereign

people 12 

                                                                                                    

11 Raymond Williams Nationalist

realm kingdom country 18

nation 16

17 17 nation

2003 255

 nation Williams

Greenfeld (1992) 

nation
12  



16

nation

18 19

nation Greenfeld, 1992: 14

the Nation the Nation

2002 7 a nation

Emmanuel-Joseph Sieyès (1748~1836)

2002 7

nation 18

nation Greenfeld, 1992: 14

nation

nation Liu,

1995 2003 1997 1999

1985 2000
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2000 13

483 493

2004 62 14

19

volk nation ethnos

                                                                                                    

13 
14 

nation 2006 360

nation 18
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2002 69 15

nation

2006 333

nation 1868 1873

1878 1839 1931

2004 64 16 1888

1858 1919

2004 65 17 1891

1856 1944

2004 64

19

20

                                                                                                    

15 
16 
17 2004 65
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2002 33 18

nation

nation

nation

nation

state, country, commonwealth

people, tribe, nationality

nation

nation-state national state

1998 7 nation

nation

(1) nation

nation

(2) nation

(3) nation

(4)

nation

nation

                                                                                                    

18 
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nation ethnic group

nation

nation

nation

nation 1999

xviii nation state

nation political

vision

nation

1998 7-8

nation

 

(1)

(2)

(3) 2000 9

2000 9

nation

nation

1996 1997
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1997 2001 1994 1999 2003

nation

18

20

Geertz,

1963; Smith, 1986; Stalin, 1994 Stalin

Stalin, 1994: 20 19

Gellner, 1983; Hobsbawm, 1992; Renan, 1994 Hobsbawm

(1992) 

                                                                                                    

19 1912



22

Gellner

Gellner, 1983: 48-49 20

                                                                                                    

20 

2001 66-67
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( )

[ ] gefühlsmässige

Gemeinschaft eigener Staat

[ ]

Weber Norkus, 2004: 395 21

state

nation-state national state United Nations

United

Nations nearly every

recognized independent state in the world Walter, 2012 。
Nations

states

Canovan

(1996: 51)

                                                                                                    

21 Weber Marianne Weber

Gesammelte Aufsätze zur Soziologie und Sozialpolitik,

Tübingen: Mohr, 1924



24

League of Nations

sovereignty states and nations could be

regarded as interchangeable

Canovan (1996: 51) 

“international” relations

“national” team

“national” anthem

possessors of state passports

nationality state

nationalization

Canovan

Max Weber, 1864~1920 1919

Politik als Beruf

if and

insofar as its administrative staff successfully upholds a claim on the

monopoly of the legitimate use of violence in the enforcement of its

order Weber, 1964: 154
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25

territorial authority

1.

2.

3.

4. Rasmussen, 2001

Breuilly (1982) 

a form of politics

Smith

National Identity Smith
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Smith, 1991: 14-15

1978

Walker Connor

Connor, 1978:

382 22 Connor 1971

132

1. 12 9.1%

2. 25 18.9% [ ] potential

nation 90%

important minority

3. 25 18.9% [ ]

75% 89%

4. 31 23.5% [ ] the largest

ethnic element 50% 74%

5. 39 29.5% [ ]

Connor, 1978: 382

Connor

                                                                                                    

22
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Bertelsen (1977) nonstate nations Guibernau

(1999) nations without states Keating

(1996) nations against the state

( )

Wherever a separate language is found, there a separate

nation exists Fichte, 1968: 184 23

Barbour and Carmichael, 2000; Fishman, 1972;

Kamusella, 2001 2000

1772 Abhandlung ueber

den Ursprung der Sprache Herder, 1986: 85-166

                                                                                                    

23 



28

[ ]

2002 53

19 Johann Gottlieb Fichte 1762~1814

1807 1808

Reden an die deutsche Nation Fichte, 1968

18 19

Karl Deutsch 1912~1992

Nationalism and Social Communication:

An Inquiry into the Foundations of Nationality
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Deutsch, 1966: 97

Imagined

Communities: Reflection on the Origins and Spread of Nationalism

Benedict Anderson 1936~

modernism constructionism

print capitalism

16

vernacular

Anderson, 1991

SIL SIL International

2005

Ethnologue: Languages of the World

7,000 6,912 Gordon,

2005

United Nations

2013 1



30

193 Wikipedia, 2013a

Aboout.com

196 Rosenberg, 2012 200 193 196

6,912

24 

25

Eric Hobsbawm

1917~ 1780

Nations and Nationalism since 1780: Programme, Myth, Reality

1860

                                                                                                    

24 

236

26

15
25 

60 Wikipedia,

2013b
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2.5% 1789

50% Hobsbawm, 1992:

60-61
26

1997 28

Haugen, 1966; Woldram, 1998

                                                                                                    

26 Hobsbawm (1992: 54) 

semi-artificial constructs modern

Hebrew [ ]

Hobsbawm, 1992: 54
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( )

will

nationality the patrie

natural society

historic

the land of our fathers

Charles Maurras

Canovan, 1996: 56 27

2003 216

1980

ethnicity ethnie 28

                                                                                                    

27

28 Ethnie Smith (1991)
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given

Navaratna-Bandara, 1995: 9; Esman, 1994: 10

Charles Maurras (1868~1952)

primordialism
29

Harold Isaacs

1975 Idols of the Tribe:

Group Identity and Political Change 30 Issacs

basic group identity

                                                                                                    

29

(1) nation-building Geertz, 1963;

Connor, 1972, 1994; Isaacs, 1975 (2) Smith (1986, 1991) 

ethno-symbolism (3) van den Berghe (1978, 1981) 

Smith (1998: 170-198; 2000: 62-75) 

e.g., Esman, 1994: 10; Heraclides, 1991: 8

30 

2004
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the ready-made set of endowments

and identification [ ]

at that given time in that

given place Issacs, 1975: 38 31 Issacs

physical body

nationality

the culture

one is born into Isaacs, 1975

Smith 1986 The Ethnic

Origins of Nations

Smith

nations are entirely modern

nations are modern formations

ethnie older

cultural groups Smtih

2003 Smith (1986)

                                                                                                    

31
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Ethnicity and Nationalism: Theory and Comparison

Brass (1991) 

Canoven, 1996: 58

Smith (1986: 216) 
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a nation exists when an active and

fairly numerous section of its members are convinced that it

exists Seton-Watson, 1965: 5 Bartkus, 1999: 14 32

subjective

consciousness

Seton-Watson (1977: 5) 

consider themselves to form a nation

behave as if they formed one
33 Hobsbawm (1992: 8) 

regard

themselves as members of a “nation” 34 Gellner

(1983: 48-49) 

recognition of each other as fellows

                                                                                                    

32

33

34
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[ ]

Gellner, 1983: 7 35

nationhood inter-subjective

aspect

sphere of values

[ ] a

specific sentiment of solidarity Weber, 1958: 172

Renan (1994: 17) 1882

a common possession of a rich

heritage of memories in the past

a desire to live together and pass on the heritage

solidarity

a form of morality

                                                                                                    

35
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Canoven (1996: 54)

different nations

are imagined and willed in different ways 36 

voluntarism subjectivism

methodological individualism

Canoven, 1996: 54

                                                                                                    

36
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2013

A A

A A

2013

A

A A

B B

C C

D D

E E E

A

A A A

A A
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37 

                                                                                                    

37
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( )

contextuality

2000 37

modern

Breuilly, 1982; Gellner, 1983

38 

                                                                                                    

Emirbayer, 1997 2012

38 Gellner (1983) 

e.g., 

Breuilly (1982) e.g.,

public Kedourie

e.g., 

2002

Smith (1998) 

Gellner, 1983 Nairn, 1977; Hechter, 1975  Breuilly,

1982; Mann, 1986, 1993 2002
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relatively stable

conditions that favor or restrict the activities …… of the major political

actors Shu, 1998: 83

fixed entity

being

created, recreated, and changed by actors struggling in the universe of

political discourse Shu, 1998: 83

Nationalism and the

State John Breuilly (1982: 383-384) 

natural basis

a form of politics

certain political conditions

Is there a Geography of Nationalism? The

Case of Place and Nationalism in Scotland

John Agnew (1989) Breuilly

Agnew



nation

43

( )

Anderson (1991: 163-185) 

colonial nationalism

colonialism

Tamil

nationalism Hennayake (1992) 

interaction

majority ethnic
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nationalism minority ethnic

nationalism

nation-state

( )
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/

1998 15

1998 15-16

( )

Jary and Jary, 1991: 124

Jary and Jary, 1991: 124
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identity salience

Stryker

and Serpe, 1994; Stryker, 2000

( )

Shafer

[ ]

……

…… 1793 1835 1939

1835 1939

Shafer, 1972: 7
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interactive episodic discourse

Shu, 1998

2

( ) =



48

Anderson, 1991; Hobsbawm and Ranger, 1992

discourse

ideology

2

2008 33

Rogers Brubaker

Ethnicity without Groups Brubaker

(2004: 79) racial, ethnic,

and national groups

cognition collective cultural

   

NGO

NGO

e.g., 

e.g., 
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representations [ ]

widely shared ways of seeing, thinking,

parsing social experience, and interpreting the social world

ethnicity as cognition

substantialist terms

racial, ethnic, and national groups

the folk sociological

ontology [

]

the social and mental processes

groups

[ ]

group-making grouping

classification categorization

identification

the myriad acts of

categorization [ ]

[i.e., ]

Brubaker, 2004: 79 39

                                                                                                    

39
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perceptions, interpretations,

representations, classifications, categorizations, and identifications

[i.e., 

] not things in the world

perspectives on the world

not ontological but

epistemological realities Brubaker, 2004: 79 40

Brubaker

Brubaker

being constructed

Shu, 1998: 81-82

relative autonomy Calhoun (1995: 268)

                                                                                                    

40
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state power to reform

culture

discursive formation

( )  = 

ethnic group class gender



52

( ) =  

Uzelac (2002) 

[ ]

ex nihilo

[ ]

Uzelac, 2002: 50

( ) =  
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Calhouon

1. boundaries

2. indivisibility

integral unit

3. sovereignty

4. legitimacy ascending

popular will

the people the nation

5. participation

6. membership

7. culture

8. temporal depth

9. descent

10. history Calhoun,

1997: 4-5 41

                                                                                                    

41
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Calhoun (1997: 5) 

rhetoric

claims

empirical measures

a sense of nationhood

( ) =

                                                                                                    

Calhoun (1997: 5) [ ]

[ ]
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e.g., 

2008 34 42

NGO

2008 34

                                                                                                    

42
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primordialism

Hale,

2002: 2
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constructionism

Hale,

2002: 3
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2000 13:

1-9

2002 Nation

70: 33-43

1997

2003

77: 73-83

1984

3: 1-8

2008

5: 25-34

1996

7: 321-353

2006 nation

329-62

2008

6: 10-18

2001

40(4): 97-110

1988 Nation
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3(1): 118-132

1997

28: 79-120

1998

1988

5: 17-22

2006

1: 8-15

1986

5: 4-12

2000 http://140.

133.6.14/cpedia/Content.asp?ID=9192&Query=1 2009/03/22

Gellner, Ernest 2001

2007 1960-1990

Anderson, B. 1999

1997

28: 1-77

2001

217-266
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2008

26(1):

32-36

2000

2: 51-59

2000 Нация

4: 1-8

2003a Нация

6: 1-11

2003b Нация

Нация

6: 1-11

2004

6: 60-69

2000

17(1): 5-13

2001 nation

1: 141-151

2005

189-224

2003

216-245

Kedourie, E. 2002
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1994

17: 149-222

1999

33: 103-131

2004

26(4): 95-97

2000

2008

4: 21-23

2007

8: 5-11

2004 http://zh.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?

title=%E6%B0%91%E6%97%8F&oldid=188957 2009/11/20

2013 http://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E6%B0%

91%E6%97%8F 2013/05/10

Isaacs, Harold R. 2004

Williams, R. 2003

1999 1975-1997
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What Is a Nation?
Vocabulary Analysis, Constitutive Elements,

and Process-Orientation Strategies

Wei-Der Shu*

Abstract

This essay addresses one of the most significant questions in the
study of nations and nationalism: What is a “nation”? Three possible
strategies for answering this question are examined: (1) vocabulary
analysis; (2) defining the term through its constitutive elements; and (3) a
process-orientation approach. With respect to vocabulary analysis, the
evolving meaning of the English term “nation” will first be explored,
followed by a discussion of the origin and diffusion of “Minzu” ( )
and other Chinese terms relevant to “nation.” Next, the essay will explore
the strategy of defining the term “nation” through its constitutive elements
by examining the so-called “objective elements” (e.g., state, language, and
ethnic group) and “subjective elements” (e.g., national consciousness) in
sequence. After demonstrating the inadequacy of this strategy, the essay
identifies five intrinsic qualities related to the term “nation”: contextuality,
interactivity, multiformity, competitiveness, and fluidity. Finally, an
alternative approach is proposed in which “nation” is understood not as a
static entity, but rather as a relational and dynamic process.

Keywords: nation, vocabulary analysis, constitutive elements, process-
orientation strategy
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