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Privileged Migrant Transformation: 
Young Taiwanese Skilled Migrants in China 

Jian-Bang Deng* 

Abstract 

This paper examines the ambiguous position of young Taiwanese 
skilled migrants shaped by changing regional mobilities and discusses 
postcolonial perspectives of these professionals in China. For a long 
period of time, Taiwanese expatriates were seen as privileged migrants in 
China as they received higher incomes and were hired into higher 
positions than mainland Chinese coworkers in Taiwanese companies on 
the mainland. They represented a lifestyle closer to that of Western 
expatriates than to local Chinese at equivalent occupational levels. 
However, their status has gradually begun to change as many other Asian 
economies have experienced continued growth while Taiwan’s economy 
has remained relatively stagnant, pushing many young people to search 
for jobs overseas. 

Based on research in the Chinese coastal cities of Shanghai, Beijing 
and Shenzhen/Dongguan, this paper argues that the construction of 
Taiwanese expatriates as “wealthy migrants” in China is no longer a 
constant, particularly in the case of young Taiwanese skilled migrants. 
Compared to the older generation of Taiwanese expatriates, the status of 
young Taiwanese skilled migrants changed as they received mid-level 

                                                                                                     
* Professor. Graduate Institute of Futures Studies, Tamkang University. 
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incomes and landed in lesser-skilled jobs. Moreover, many of them had 
difficulties transferring their human capital to the local job market. Their 
career building in the transnational space shows more “discontinuities” 
than “continuities”. 

Keywords: Young Skilled Migrants, Expatriate, Migration, Privileged 
Migrants 
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