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The Subjectification and Selective
Entitlement of Others:

The Development and Dilemma
of Animal Governance in Taipei

Chih-Hung Wang*, Hao-Chun Lo*™* & Yu-Ting Kao™**

Abstract

This article examines the development of animal governance in Taipei
to explore an often-overlooked issue: how should the relationship between
human beings and animals be constituted? The authors apply trans-species
urban theory to examine the policies, discourses and measures deployed by
the public and private sectors since the 1950s in Taipei through analysis of
related journalism and documents as well as interviews with members of
animal welfare NGOs. In addition to economic concerns, security, conservation,
and humanity are three major concerns of animal governance that response
to the changing human-animal relationship in Taipei. Although animal
rights have been recognized, long-term trend towards rationalization,
commodification, and classification of human-animal relationships, animal-
friendly city policy remains restrictive. The authors argue that informed
selective entitlement for animals would be a more practical policy guideline
while the ideal of animal subjectification can inspire human reflection.

Keywords: Human-animal Relationship, Animal Rights, Other,
Subjectification
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