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02. 0.918  40.6 59.4 79.6 71.7 99.0 99.0 100.0 90.6 
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Abstract 

This article examines individual and gender inequalities from an 
institutional perspective. It first integrates Amartya Sen’s capability 
approach with Gøsta Esping-Andersen’s welfare regime approach and 
multiple equilibrium society framework, and then presents an institutional 
context framework for analyzing individual and gender equalities. By 
utilizing this institutional context framework and empirical data collected 
by several international organizations, this paper examines neutralization 
of male/female life course and independent individual development, 
makes comparisons on institutional differences in individual and gender 
inequalities, and also discusses different impacts of these inequalities on 
human resources and development. In conclusion, it suggests new 
institutional arrangements and reforms of state policy, business/market 
institutions, and familialism/socio-cultural institutions in order for 
independent individuals to freely decide and choose what to do, so as to 
raise human resource utilization and socio-economic development. 
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