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The Study of Internet Politics on
Southern Weekly New Year’s
Greeting Incident in 2013

Jia-Wei Liu*

Abstract

Southern Weekly New Year’s greeting incident in 2013 drew high
attention worldwide. This study analyzes the development and its cause of
this internet politics event by approaches of content analysis and interview
and observes mainly by “consensus guidance”. Since the end of 2012,
Southern Weekly had started writing New Year’s greeting which at first
was the version of “Dream of Constitutionalism” but became that of
“Dream of China” after several revisions. From the start, the newspaper
staff claimed to be forced to revise contents under the pressure from the
Propaganda Department of Guangdong Province. But later they claimed it
was just a review of publication flow and error correction of New Year’s
greeting.

This incident triggered huge debates of netizens in micro blogs.
Southern Weekly’s official account was taken back and the speech was no
longer presented by the press itself. In addition, the government asked
party media to reprint Global Times’ editorials to set a tone for this incident.
Thereafter, the micro bloggers’ opinions also showed the same contents as
Global Times’ editorials. Although we cannot say these opinions against

* Professor. Department of Public Administration and Policy, National Taipei University.
E-mail: jwliu@mail.ntpu.edu.tw.
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Southern Weekly were all generated by the government’s consensus
guidance, it was the “results” left behind under the government’s consensus
guidance.

The discussion of Southern Weekly incident started from micro blogs,
but the government’s consensus guidance was widespread throughout
traditional media and internet. The processes showed the essence of China’s
internet politics in which politicians stated internet rules and guided
consensus almost controlling the development of this incident. But how
little was the impact of netizens on politics. It is obviously the incline of
internet political development, and it also represents authoritarian
informationalism that government’s leading role frames and guides
consensus.

Keywords: Internet Politics, Southern Weekly, Micro Blog, Dream of
Constitutionalism, Consensus Guidance
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