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Exploratory Study on the 
Development of South Korea’s 

Policies for Green Energy and Carbon 
Reduction in Terms of Implementing 

the Environmental Right: 
A Case of Lee Myung-Bak Administration 

Ying-Hsien Sheng* 

Abstract 

South Korea added the concept of “environmental right” to its 
constitution in 1980, officially making it a basic civil right. The right is 
embodied in Art. 35, which includes all provisions related to the 
environment and housing affairs. Art. 35.1 states that “all citizens have the 
right to a healthy and pleasant environment. The State and all citizens 
shall endeavor to protect the environment.” Art. 35.2 states that “the 
substance of the environmental right is determined by law.” From the 
contents of Art. 35.1, we clearly see the importance attached to protecting 
citizens’ rights to a healthy and comfortable environment and the 
assumption that protecting these rights is the common responsibility of 
citizens and government. Art. 35.2 goes so far as to imply that the fact of 
an “environmental right” is determined by law. South Korea’s congress 

                                                                                                     
* Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Tunghai University; 

Adjunct Assistant Professor, Center for General Education, Providence University. 
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passed the Carbon Emission Trading Law by a 148-0 vote and the law 
took effect in 2015. Passage of this law by an overwhelming majority 
showed the country’s determination to develop toward a “Low-Carbon 
Economy (LCE).” The regulated targets of this law would cover nearly 
60% of units and industries domestically, especially those larger greenhouse 
gas emitters. The law aims to start with partial major targets to raise the 
significance behind it to emitters. Carbon Emission Trading Law also 
made South Korea the third Asia-Pacific country to pass a nationwide 
carbon emission trading law. This article examines South Korean 
environmental policy under the Lee Myung-Bak Administration 
(2008-2013). By analyzing changes in South Korean environmental policy 
from the perspective of environmental right in the constitution, the paper 
illuminates defects in the current environment-related law and emphasizes 
the importance of promoting environmental protection issues. 

Keywords: The Environmental Right, Green Energy and Carbon Reduction, 
Carbon Emission Trading Law, Lee Myung-Bak Administration 
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