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Nation and Gender:

An analysis of the gendering of policies
toward caregivers in Taiwan

Chen-Yin Chiang

Abstract

This study examines how national policy influences individual
women and their families from a gender perspective. On the one hand,
national policy constantly constructs women as the primary source of
caregiving. At the same time, it shifts caregiving tasks to foreign
caregivers, thereby deepening and consolidating national, class, and
gender-based inequality. This paper analyzes policies toward caregivers in
Taiwan from five levels: cultural and moral norms; legal framework;
policy value orientation; the lack of alternative caregiving policy
proposals; and the pressure of the economic gender gap. This research
examines how Taiwan genderizes caregiving responsibilities and suggests
four ways to degender policy toward caregivers: promoting caregivers’
exercise of their social rights and citizens’ rights; enhancement of
womens’ economic security; improvement of foreign caregivers’ labor
rights; and improvement of foreign caregivers’ labor conditions.

Keywords: policy, caregiving responsibility, gendering, family care, foreign
caregiver
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